On Our M.A.R.C. : 


Our November meeting in this Saturday,, 11/18 8 am at the Johnson County REMC building. Our speaker this 
month is Rick Glover, Disaster Communications Coordinator, for IPSC. He will be discussing the AuxComm 
Program. 


We have ordered all the ARDC Grant equipment. Most of it has been received. The 2 Yaesu FT500 radios have 
been programmed and are in our EOC Radio Room. The Weather Station has been installed on the EOC tower, 

and is reporting information to the Davis Weather Link app via the internet. We have the FT-99 1a and laptop as 
well. The VHF repeater amplifier will be installed soon. Thank you ARDC! 


The WiFi router in the Radio Room has had firmware updated and a 2.4 GHz Guest WiFi has been enabled. The 
password is on the whiteboard in the Radio Room. 


There will be no WebEx next week due to the Thanksgiving holiday, and we will skip December for the MARC 
monthly social dinner. Happy Thanksgiving all. 


Tim, WC9G 
President, Mid-State Amateur Radio Club 


HAVE A HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 


November Birthdays 
WC9G --- Tim Aldridge 
KB9KMB --- Kyle Burns 
WS9H --- Rhonda Curtis 
WBICVG --- James Jeffery 
W9TEJ --- Ron Koons 
W9YD --- John Wampler 


2023 SKYWARN™ Recognition Day is December 2 


The popular annual SKYWARN™ Recognition Day (SRD) will be held on December 2, 2023, 
from 0000Z to 2400Z. SRD was developed in 1999 by the National Weather Service and 
ARRL. It celebrates the contributions that volunteer SKYWARN radio operators make to the 
National Weather Service. During the day, SKYWARN operators visit NWS offices and 
contact other radio operators across the world. 


SK MEMBERS 


VERNIE PARTON AAQLR- SK 


Long time MARC member Vernie Parton, 
AASLR became a Silent Key October 22, 
2023. Vernie was active in Field Day and 
Public Service events from the early 1990s 
into 2002. His wife Marilyn, N9TUK and son 
Dennis KBORPQ were also very active in 
MARC activities. Vernie was 93. 


MARK BRADBURY KC9PMW_ SK 


Mark Bradbury passed away November 3, 2023. 
Mark only attended a couple of club meetings after 
upgrading to the General Class license. He was a 
curios guy who reached out to a few Greenwood 
hams for advice. His love of astronomy and world 
history made for interesting discussions. Mark was 
a regular check-in on the Sunday Night ARES Net. 


Mark was 65. 


M.A.R.C. Weather station 
By Bob, KB9NJM 


As a part of the ARDC grant funds awarded to the MARC, the club has been able to acquire a Davis 
Vantage Pro 2 weather station for the radio room in Franklin. On Thursday, Nov. 9, Chris Frederick and 
Tim Aldridge scaled the adjacent tower and mounted both the anemometer (wind speed/direction) and 
the main sensor package (rain, temperature, humidity, and more). Bob Jones provided ground support 
and then set-up the WeatherLink display panel and placed the system on the internet. 


The data coming in from the system can be viewed by downloading the free WeatherLink App (iOS or 
Android) and then searching for our station which is named W9MID_WxX. Once you have found it, 
click the pennant symbol on the right side of the screen. This will save it to your homescreen. Be sure 
to scroll down to see all of the information that is captured by the system. 


In the future we will be looking at linking the station to APRS to beacon out weather information. We 
will also look at adding the station to other systems, such as Weather Underground. 


The system will be a key component of our severe weather nets and other events that the club may be 
involved in. 


Many thanks to the ARDC, Chris, Tim, Jacki for ordering the system, and Jim Adams for creating an 
account for the system, so that we could get it registered. 


W9MID Logs First POTA Activations 
by James Adams, KB9JMU 


Recently, the Mid-State Amateur Radio Club registered its club callsign (W9MID) 
with the Parks On The Air Program (POTA) in order to provide members with another 


way to promote the club and join this popular “on the air” activation and hunting activity 
in a group setting. 


On October 28, MARC POTA Coordinator Jeremey Jukes, NQ8M and Jim 
Adams, KB8JMU met up in Nashville, IN and then made the short trip to Brown County 
State Park (K-2251) and Ogle Hollow Nature Preserve (K-10177) to put the first two 
MARC W9MID activation's in the log. This was also the first activation of one of 45 
new POTA entities in Indiana, introduced the previous week in conjunction with the 
quarterly Parks On The Air “Support Your Parks Weekend” event. The next Support 
Your Parks event is scheduled for the third weekend in January 2024. 


Although both Jeremey and Jim are veteran POTA activators and hunters, adding 
the W9MID club callsign was a new experience for both and called for some additional 
detail during their log submissions. 


For more information on the POTA program and MARC upcoming activations 
and hunting opportunities, contact Jeremey at pota@midstatehams.org. 


In the photo, Jeremey, NQ8M and Jim, KB9JMU, at the entrance to K-10177, a 


new POTA entity located within Brown County State Park making this site a “2fer” 
activation. 
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A Dark and Scary Night 


It was a cool and dark night October 31‘ as mobile MARC hams took up their 


appointed positions on darkened highway overpasses in Johnson County. Their 
three-and-a-half-hour mission was to thwart any goblins from tossing pumpkins or 
other dangerous objects from the dark I-65 overpass bridges. 


As the late fall sun set on the western horizon 
Net Controller Chris-KQ9Y began the roll 
call on the MARC repeater. Those bridge 
watchers included Bill-WB9FIK, Tim- 
WC9G, Kyle-AD9CR, Mike-N9FEB Art- 
WBO9CHR and Mark-N9HHD. By 7:30pm 
Jacki-KI6QOG had taken control of the Net 
with welfare checks every half hour to 
determine the safety of all involved. 


At least two of the hams reported drive by 
checks by Johnson County sheriffs deputies. 
It’s always nice to be officially noticed. 
Fortunately, no incidents were reported through 
the evening. It’s good to note that part of our 
Net Check-in is to report your license plate 
number and vehicle model. That data is passed 
to the dispatcher to eliminate any confusion during the dark patrol hours. 


The Mid-State ARC has been on the Goblin Patrol since the late ‘80s when then 
club president Joan Kemp-N9DON initiated the yearly Halloween patrols to 
expand the Johnson County sheriff's coverage to schools, churches and cemeteries. 
Our efforts were later focused on the dark highway overpasses. Thanks to 
everyone who volunteered. 


Picture and story by Jack w8ish 


Updating the Amateur’s Code 
by Dan Romanchik, KB6NU 


There have been several versions of the Amateur’s Code since it was written by Paul M. Segal, 
W9EEA, in 1928. Here’s the version that currently appears in Ethics and Operating Procedures for the 
Radio Amateur, Edition 3, June 2009: 


The Radio Amateur is 


CONSIDERATE... He never knowingly operates in such a way as to lessen the pleasure of 
others. 


LOYAL... He offers loyalty, encouragement and support to other amateurs, local clubs, the 
IARU Radio Society in his/[her] country, through which Amateur Radio in his country is repre- 
sented nationally and internationally. 


PROGRESSIVE... He keeps his station up to date. It is well-built and efficient. His operating 
practice is above reproach. 


FRIENDLY... He operates slowly and patiently when requested; offers friendly advice and 
counsel to beginners; kind assistance, cooperation and consideration for the interests of others. 
These are the marks of the amateur spirit. 


BALANCED... Radio is a hobby, never interfering with duties owed to family, job, school or 
community. 


PATRIOTIC... His/[Her] station and skills are always ready for service to country and com- 
munity. 


Well, now the IARU is updating Ethics and Operating Procedures for the Radio Amateur, and I’m part 
of the group that’s working on the update. One of our tasks is to make the text more gender-neutral. 
The ARRL has a somewhat gender-neutral version of the Code, but really all they did was to replace 
“he” with “he/she.” 


That being the case, I’ve taken it upon myself to create not only a gender-neutral version of the Code, 
but to also clarify some of the language. Here’s what I’ve come up with so far: 


The Radio Amateur is 


CONSIDERATE... The radio amateur never knowingly operates in such a way as to lessen the 
pleasure of others. 


LOYAL... The radio amateur is loyal to and supportive of other amateurs, local clubs, and the 
IARU Radio Society in their country. 


PROGRESSIVE... The radio amateur’s station up to date, well-built, and efficient. Their op- 
erating practice is above reproach. 


FRIENDLY... The radio amateur operates slowly and patiently when requested and offers 
friendly advice and counsel to beginners. They are also cooperative and considerate of the inter- 
ests of others. 


BALANCED... Radio amateurs realize that radio is a hobby and never allow it to interfere 
with their duties owed to family, job, school, or community. 


PATRIOTIC... The radio amateur’s station and skills are always ready for service to country 
and community. 


Not only do I think that my version is clearer, I think that it is more parallel than the previous version. 


I posted this to my blog and got some great feedback from my followers on LinkedIn and Mastodon. 
For example, Jesse, WB2IFS, pointed me to his version of the Code, which he published on his blog in 
September 2022. I particular like his rendition of "progressive:" 


PROGRESSIVE...An Amateur is curious. An Amateur is enthusiastically and continuously 
learning new techniques, technologies, countries, and cultures with the understanding that ev- 
eryone is an Amateur. 


I got quite a few comments on Mastodon. Several folks wanted me to reconsider the use of the term 
"patriotic." Christopher, MOYNG, said, "I'm not a massive fan of "patriotic" and wonder if it could be 
more "humanity focused" rather than country[-focused]? Not sure on the words though." Jevid, 
KE8DET, opined, "Patriotic is often conflated with, and co-opted by nationalism, which contains an in- 
herent aspect of 'my country first.’ This sits in opposition to amateur radio being a means to foster inter- 
national good will." 


Andreas, DJ3EI, had a number of comments, but this one I found to be the most appealing. He says, 
"The old Code requires operating practice ... [to be] above reproach." I highly recommend [a change] to 
‘always be eager to try something new." You'll enjoy! I certainly do! Learning+studying is one of the of- 
ficial goals of our hobby! Thus, we may become beginners on a regular basis, bound to make begin- 
ner's mistakes. An ‘above reproach’ angst only hinders." 


Sam, N9MII, says, "Perhaps focus on safe and well-considered operation? As in something that doesn't 
spike all over the band and whatnot." I think that safety is something the the Code is surely missing. 


Onno, VK6FLAB, also weighed in. In his version of the Code, he changes the word "patriotic" to "sup- 
portive." He writes, "The Radio Amateur is SUPPORTIVE...knowledge, station and skills always ready 
for service to country and community." I'm not sure that's quite the right word, either, but the idea is 
that the radio amateur is ready to pitch in when needed. 


As you can see, there’s still some work to be done here. If you have any comments on this, please feel 
free to email me directly or to add a comment on my blog. 


Dan Romanchik, KB6NU, is the author of the KB6NU amateur radio blog (KB6NU.Com), the "No 
Nonsense" amateur radio license study guides (https://KB6NU.Com/study-guides/), and often appears 
on the ICQPodcast (https://icqpodcast.com). When he’s not writing about amateur radio, he tinkers 
with electronics projects and operates POTA and works CW on the HF bands. 


CLUB DUES FOR 2024 


It is that time of year for your membership dues for the Mid-State Amateur Radio Club. 
The annual membership dues is $25.00 per year and has not changed from last year. 


This also a good time to update any of your information for club records such as license 
upgrade, change of address, contact information or call sign. 


This is also a good opportunity for new amateurs to join our club and join in 
our club activities for 2024. 


Please see Jacki Frederick, KI6QOG M.A.R.C. Treasurer 


M.A.R.C. CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY MEETING 


The December MARC meeting will be a little different than most meetings. There will be a breakfast 
buffet featuring food prepared by the members of MARC, so there will be more than donuts to enjoy 
that morning. The breakfast is an honored tradition going back to the beginning of the club. This is a 
fun event with a gift exchange provided by those attending. The gift that you provide does not need to 
be very expensive and it can be a fun gift even if it is not HAM Radio related. 


In planning to attend this meeting please bring one of your favourite foods for breakfast and a wrapped 
gift for the exchange. 


We all look forward to have all members and guests attend. This is a fun event for our club every year 
and hope everyone can attend. This is a fun time for everyone. 


The meeting will be held on Saturday December 16" at 8:00 AM 
Hope to see you there. 


Bob L. N9SIU Ed. 


Indianapolis Crossroads Air Show 
By Tim, WC9G 


WOW what an experience for KD9RUE - Gordon and KD9RUD — Ellen (MARC members) to serve a shift on Saturday and 
then on Sunday as Indianapolis Crossroads Air Show Net Control operators. We had a good group of Amateur Radio 
volunteers with their radios stationed on the field being our eyes and ears during the event. We were stationed upstairs 
with the Command Center for the Air Show, and we had our equipment set up near the back window of the Fire Station 
giving us a good view of the west end of the airstrip. We thank KM9E for the use of the KM9E Repeater for our 
communications. 


Our Role as Amateur Radio Support 

The local amateur radio community has been requested by the Boy Scouts of America, the host, to assist with 
communications support at the event. The role of amateur radio operators at this event is to provide situational awareness 
information, assist with logistical requests and to provide secondary communications for the event staff or public safety. 


The equipment: 

Yaesu FT-991, with 2 headsets plugged into a second operator switchbox 
18ft mast 

Dual Band Antenna, with cable and grounding 

Laptop for Logging 


We had a point person to relay any emergency communications. Fortunately for us, we had no reports of any kind of 
emergency through our volunteer operators either day. Unfortunately, the planes, including the Blue Angels, were unable 
to fly Sunday due to weather conditions. 


We heard from Mark Sweet, N2MSJ, who coordinated the Amateur Radio volunteers, that he received a lot of positive 
feedback from the event organizers and emergency services. And relayed that “We certainly aided with the successful 
operation of the Air Show.” 


C ces>)> » 
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MID-STATE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 


The Mid-State Amateur Radio Club meets the THIRD SATURDAY of each month 
at the Johnson County REMC building 750 International Dr. Franklin, IN 46131 


See our website, www.midstatehams.org, for maps on how to get to our meeting. 


Everyone is welcome; you do not have to be a HAM to attend our meetings or a member of the club. 


W9MID Repeater: Club Officers: 
Offical SkyWarn Repeater for Johnson County 
President: Tim Aldridge - WC9G 


146.835/ Vice President: Rhonda Curtis - WS9H 
146.235 MHz Secretary: Jim Adams — KB9JMU 
(151.4 Hz PL Tone) Treasurer: Jacki Frederick - KI6QOG 


Repeater Trustee: Chris Frederick — KQ9Y 
Club Historian: Jack Parker — W8ISH 
W9MID Repeater: P.I.O.: Rhonda Curtis - WS9H 


443.525/ 
448.525 MHz 
(151.4 Hz PL Tone) YEASU SYSTEM FUSION (C4FM ) 


Weekly Net: Sunday evening 7:00 PM ARES/RACES members and ALL RADIO AMATEURS 
146.835/146.235 MHz (151.4 Hz PL Tone) 


Mid-State Amateur Radio Club 
857 Lionshead Lane 
Greenwood, Indiana 
46143 
Spark Gap Editor: Robert LaGrange N9SIU 


Please send your articles to my email: n9siu@yahoo.com no later than the 3rd week of the month. 


Thanks to Johnson Co. REMC for the use of their building for meetings and testing. 
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